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Pp HI LIP PI IN ES ; The Allies. fee ay g. want Din 
. survived four days of brutal ~~ Gabuge 
ORE THAN 7,000 ISLANDS and islets rise air assault to begin one of the se Bar, 
from a partly submerged mountain { res en enid Ware aan cae 
chain to form the Philippines. Largely trop- | “: ee ee aah 
ical wilderness, 90 percent of the islands are | May 17 ~ June 14,1945~ 
uninhabited, 60 percent unnamed. Two- Skin‘ iva 
thirds of the population lives on the two | Nandy! 
“largest islands, Luzon and Mindanao. 
Predominantly of Malay origin, Filipinas 
trace their origins as far back as 3000 B.C., 
to the first immigrants from Indonesia and 
Malaya. Hillsides terraced with rice fields 
bear witness to ancient engineering skills. 
In the 14th century Arab missionaries 
brought Islam to the 
Sulus and other 
southern islands. i Bataan Jan. 7-Apcil 9.1992 Bat aay 
The Christian influ- 
ence dates from 1521, 
when Magell anland- 
ed on Cebu, opening the way for Spanish 
colonization in 1565. Spain’s rule lasted 333 
years, ending with the Spanish-American 
War. The United States guided the Philip- 
pines during the next 48 years, leaving a 
heritage of language and liberty. The nation 
became fully independent on July 4, 1946, 
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GOVERNMENT: Republic. LAND AREA: 115,830 : oo 
square miles, about the size of Arizona,extending — &§ CALAMIAN GROUP ‘ 


1,150 miles north and south, the sweep of Wash 
ington, Oregon, and California combined. POPU- 


LATION: 32,600,000, mainly of Malay stock. LAN- | ae By 
CUAGE: Officially Pilipino (Tagalog), English ‘ amy, ae 
(spoken by 40%), Spanish, 80-odd native dialects. , 6) OR Sox, 
CPYRG HT RELIGION: 83% Roman Catholic; Aglipayan (an | } yy) 
independent Christian sect), Moslem, Protestant 1 elaytay 


ct aes . Inuotan Bay } * # 
minorities. ECONOMY: Copra, sugar, abaca, Juin- cia ree 


yer, fishing, gold, lead, manganese, iron, copper, me erg Pata Ny Réxas, ca " 

chromite, CINTES: Manila, port, industrial center | en lad eat coe ee) 

(pop. 1,339,000); Quezon City (Manila suburb), | ‘. fo halk: 4 v- 
capital; Baguio, summer capital; Pasay; Cebu. eer 
CLIMATE: Hot, humid, heavy rainfall. 
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tathou- Nearly 3,000 people lived on the five-nule long 


k thant at by three mile wide isand before the ernphon, 


ims and Inany have sinee returned to their homes. Wates 
banana filled crater at center of the large picture formed 
1 Ginset). ina LOL) eruption that claimed 1,335 lives 
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sti keep that ideahsm from tiowering tuly. 

Far more (han wars and occupation, veogra- 
phy has fragmented the Republic of (he Philip 
pines. Its 32,000,000 people live en a sidayy 
of islands strung out north and south for 1,150 
miles between the Pacific Ocean and the South 
China Sea (maps, pages 212-15) 

No one knows how many islands there are 
the republic itself says simply “more than 71007 
New islands appear from time to time as vol- 
canoes thrust their smoking cones above the sea. 
And, after a few years of pounding by the waves, 
some of these new islands vanish. 

The eruption of Taal Volcano on September 
28. 1965, emphasized again the influence of 
tilamie natural forces on Tife mi the Philippines 
The voloang, ising as anisland in Lake Taal, 
40 Guties south of Manila, voared ter ahree 
dave and dake ced out untold tous of wire ani 
wowing pumice qaiges 306-7) Fields and 
Pulses were Digded uoaer sithike ash. faa 
hrndred pespic lost ther Hives and thomson 
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beriik Nv wife wanted to getaway, uid 
watted to watch a litte longer Phe eruptions 
were ot very strong at first, 

“About half an hour later, adeatening blast 
shook the island. Jt was time to leave.” 

Conrado Andal jammed 20 women and 
children into the same small boat we were 
asing, “Phey startet north, away breathe vol 
wes ecuplion center. They had traveled 
sbout uwe and a half miles when another ex 
sfosion split the night. 

“There was a big volume of fas ancl ste,” 
Vir. Andal said. “That was when the storms 
ind electrical display started. Ht was just hike 
Roman candies~-flashes of red and yellow.” 

The eruption, possibly triggered by scepuge 
vf water from the lake into the depths of the 
rarth, created its own thunderstorm, Billion: 
f gallons of water, steam, gas, and mug 
churned into the air. 

NMivo Andal remembered shovfir ta basi 
condisof refadcees from Che istand tobeadnart! 

“Joyas atrartoal the bie waves that world 
ome” he toldous. PE warnings cote! pot be 
youre In the poise aight. Maan ed the valed 
fas victane drowned When seme wos cn 
miffed thea overloaded bads. 

On September 20, 1955, Taal spewed tare 
tack cinder cone J.Q00 feet in ctuaerer, ft 
forraed a horseshoe islet (visibte ta intel at 
apper tieht, page 307) Wisps of steaay sill 
sseaped (ror the cone near the wate: One ats 
we cimbed its rently sloping side and toda 
apetie Faneh on Gie rim, 


Crater-pocked Uine bonmb, Taal Velcane rises 
from Lake ‘Paat, iG nities south of Manila Dor- 
ant for halt a eentury, the volcanic istand sud- 
denly erupted in September, 1968, blasting out the 
inlet at upper tight and spewing: ash and pumice 


from the new crater in the ink 
cand feet aloft, spreading de 
buried scares ot the eatactss 
their tHourisbing stands of «¢ 
Too dass hier the volcano 
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